AMPED



VBS 2018, Day 2




Large Group, Preschool (3-5s)

Esther
Bible Story Focus: I know God has a plan for me.

Esther • Esther 2:2–8:17 
Memory Verse: “God’s way is perfect.” 2 Samuel 22:31, NIrV

Key Question: When are you your best?
Bottom Line: I’m my best when I do things God’s way.
Basic Truth: God made me.
Gather children for a Large Group time that includes interactive worship, the introductory sketch, and the Bible story. 

Worship: Inviting People to Respond to God
Engage kids’ hearts through dynamic and interactive worship in a Large Group setting.

A Worship Leader and live instruments are recommended to sing along with the music tracks. Encourage children to be active during worship by incorporating the appropriate hand motions. 

What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at 2 Samuel 22:31. You will also need a CD player and the worship songs “Everybody Sing” and “Plan for Me,” which are included in your AMPED preschool files. The dance moves videos of these songs are also available in the AMPED preschool files.

WORSHIP LEADER: “Good morning, everyone! It’s so good to see you today. I can’t wait to sing with you today. But first tell me: When are you your best?”
CHILDREN and WORSHIP LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I’m my best when I do things God’s way.”

WORSHIP LEADER: “Yes, that’s right! God wants what’s best for you because God made you. God made you and me. God made everything! Let’s sing our song about that.
(Lead children in singing “Everybody Sing.”)
“Yay! What incredible singers you are. When are you your best?”
CHILDREN and WORSHIP LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I’m my best when I do things God’s way.”

WORSHIP LEADER: “That’s right! [Bottom Line] I’m my best when I do things God’s way. Remember, our memory verse tells us that God’s way is perfect. Are you ready to do it with me? (Pause.) The Bible says: God’s way (point both hands up) is perfect (two thumbs up), 2 Samuel 22:31. (Open your hands like a book.) Let’s do it again.”
CHILDREN and WORSHIP LEADER: “God’s way (point both hands up) is perfect (two thumbs up), 2 Samuel 22:31.” (Open your hands like a book.) (Repeat several times.)
WORSHIP LEADER: “Way to go. God’s way is perfect. And God has a plan for us. Let’s sing about His plan!
(Lead children in singing “Plan for Me.”)
“Awesome singing, friends! We’re going to hear a story today about a plan God had for a special lady who lived a long time ago. But first tell me: When are you your best?”

CHILDREN and WORSHIP LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I’m my best when I do things God’s way.”
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Choose an adult or teenager who relates well to preschoolers to tell the Introductory Sketch. If possible, use the same person for the entire week. 

Choose an engaging adult to tell the Bible story. This person should be able to command the attention of preschoolers and control the group through animated storytelling. These scripts are written to be “told” and not “read.” Advanced preparation is necessary. 

Orange VBS offers daily introductory sketch and Bible story videos. 
Introductory Sketch

Videos are available in the AMPED preschool files.

What You Need: Scooter, helmet, kneepads, elbow pads (from day one) and a book that looks like an owner’s manual
(Host enters wearing all safety gear, riding the scooter, and carrying the owner’s manual.)

HOST: “What is up, my friends? How are you guys today? Awesome. I’m doing really good too, because today I have a plan, and so far I’ve stuck to it! The first part of my plan was to eat a delicious breakfast of toast and bacon. Does anyone else like bacon and toast? (Pause.) Yes! Breakfast was delicious! Then I read a book with my brother [or kids]. Raise your hand if you like to read books. (Pause.) Me too. Books are awesome.
“Remember this totally rad scooter that I just got for my birthday? When I saw it, I was totally excited. No wait, I was more than excited. I was AMPED! Now, next up on my plan for today is to read these instructions that came with my scooter. It might not sound all that exciting, but if I want to be the best scooter rider, and if I want to know all about how this thing works, then I need to read up on everything it can do. Well, I’m off to finish the next step of my plan for the day. See you later, friends!”
(Host exits with scooter and manual. Storyteller enters with Bible and box of props.)
Bible Story

Videos are available in the AMPED preschool files.

What You Need: A Bible; and a box with the following props: a crown, a purple towel, and a toy scepter
STORYTELLER: “Hey, friends! I’m super happy to see you guys today because I have another incredible TRUE story to tell you from the Bible. (Open Bible.) A long, long time ago, there was a girl named Esther. Can you say, ‘Esther’? (Pause for response.) Esther was married to a super powerful king named Xerxes. That one’s a little harder, so let’s say it three times. Xerxes, Xerxes, Xerxes. (Pause as children respond.) Good! Being married to Xerxes made Esther a queen.
(Place the crown on your head and wave.)

(In a high-pitched voice) “Hello, royal friends. ’Tis I, Queen Esther.

(Remove the crown and pick up the purple towel from the box.)
(In a normal voice) “Now, Esther didn’t ask to be queen. She was chosen by King Xerxes, who thought she was very beautiful.

“King Xerxes had a helper named Haman.  When you hear the name Haman, I want you to say, ‘Boo to you, Haman!’ Let’s try it now. Haman.”
CHILDREN: “Boo to you, Haman!” 

STORYTELLER: “Yes, he was not very nice. He told King Xerxes to hurt all the people in Esther’s family. Haman . . .”
CHILDREN: “Boo to you, Haman!” 

STORYTELLER: “. . . told the king that they were bad people and that they didn’t like King Xerxes.

(Throw the towel across your shoulders like a robe.) 

“When Queen Esther heard that her husband—the big, powerful king Xerxes—was going to hurt her family, she was super sad. She knew that doing things God’s way meant she had to do something to save them. 

“But there was one problem. King Xerxes had a big rule. It was a rule even Queen Esther was afraid to break. NOBODY was allowed to talk to the king unless they were invited to talk to him. 

(Pick up the scepter from the box.)
“The king even had a special scepter he used to point at people he wanted to talk to. But Esther really needed to talk to King Xerxes. She needed to save her family. But what if the king didn’t listen? What if he got mad at her? What if she made things worse?
(Put the crown back on.)
“But Queen Esther loved God, and she knew God had a plan. Remembering that God’s plan is the best plan made Esther brave. So she went to the king, and he pointed his scepter at her so she could speak to him. Esther asked the king not to hurt her family.
(Remove the crown and return it to the box.)
“And do you know what the king did? 

(Remove the towel.)
“King Xerxes did listen to Queen Esther. He saved her family! Queen Esther was afraid, but she knew God had a plan—the best plan! God’s plan is the best plan, and God’s way is the best way! That was true for Esther, and it’s true for us too. We can follow God’s plan by reading the Bible, talking to God, and doing things God’s way.
“When I ask, ‘When are you your best?’ I want you to say, [Bottom Line] ‘I’m my best when I do things God’s way.’ When are you your best?”
CHILDREN: [Bottom Line] “I’m my best when I do things God’s way.”
STORYTELLER: “That’s right. Following God’s plan and God’s way is the best way. Let’s pray.
“Heavenly Father, thank You for the bravery of Queen Esther. She followed your plan even though she wasn’t sure how it would turn out. We know that Your plan and Your way is the best way. Help us to follow You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”
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